Texts in Conversation
Pinwheel Discussion

1. For this activity, you will be assigned one of several roles. Most of the roles are characters we’ve recently studied, and one is the provocateur. 

2. You will have ten minutes to work with the group that shares your role. Generate questions that will facilitate discussion among all of the roles. It is VERY important that you write good questions.

a. Ex. Minerva believes in getting involved, even if she is not in harm’s way, whenever others are hurt by social injustice. As she explains to her mother, “It’s all the same fight.” What do the rest of you think? Is it better to take care of your immediate family, or to look out for the welfare of those around you as well?
b. Note: Good questions often include specific references to the texts. 

3. Each group will elect one speaker to participate in the pinwheel discussion. We will switch speakers every few minutes.

Character Groups:

· Consider your job carefully. Think about your character’s concerns and opinions, as well as what he/she would have to discuss with the other characters present in the pinwheel.
· Make sure everyone in your group is prepared so that anyone can speak as your character within the pinwheel.
· Don’t forget to generate good questions to help the provocateurs!
Provocateurs:

· Your job is to keep the discussion going. 

· You will have some questions from the groups, but you will need to push the conversation further with your own questions as well.

· Listen carefully to the conversation and ask at least two follow-up questions while you are in the pinwheel.

In the pinwheel:

· You will speak as your character. Strive to be believable in representing their thoughts.
· I will keep track of how often you include textual references, make connections between texts, and build on one another’s ideas.
· You are responsible for the depth of this discussion. Make it a good one!

Pinwheel Roles:
· Minerva 
· Dede

· Mate
· Mama
· Provocateur
