
A N G L O - S A X O N
L I T E R A T U R E

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  
4 4 9 - 1 0 6 6



E A R L Y  B R I T I S H  H I S T O R Y

Cel t s  se t t led  on  B r i ta in
8 0 0  -  

6 0 0  B C

Romans  conquered  -  b rought  

soph i s t icated  roads ,  m i l i ta ry ,  laws

5 5  B C  -  

4 0 7  A D

Ang lo-Saxons  invaded f rom Germany4 0 7  

Norman conques t1 0 6 6



A N G L O - S A X O N
L I T E R A T U R E

Oral tradition 
 
Scops - professional storytellers 
 
Poetry 
   - first English poet was Caedmon 
   - heroic - Beowulf 
   - elegaic - "The Wanderer" 
 
Prose 
   - Latin 
   - Bede - History of the English Church 
 
 
 



B E D E ' S  H I S T O R Y

In Anglo-Saxon England, literacy
belonged to the clerics

 
Bede's History of the English
Church and People provides a
national history

 
Bede describes the Anglo-Saxon
conquest of Britain and focuses
primarily on the spread of
Christianity



B E O W U L F

National epic of England 
 
Originally in Old English 
 
Unknown author 
 
Christian influences 
 
Values of warrior society - dignity,
bravery, and prowess in battle 
 
 



A S  Y O U  R E A D . . .

What  i s  the  nature  of  an  ep ic
hero?

What  Anglo-Saxon va lues  are
present  in  Beowul f?

How do poet ic  e lements
ref lect  an  ora l  t rad i t ion?

How d id  th is  ta le  in f luence
l i terature  that  fo l lowed?

What  was  the  Anglo-Saxon
def in i t ion  of  a  hero?



N E A R P O D
A S  W E  B E G I N  T H I S  U N I T  W I T H  B E O W U L F

F O L L O W  A L O N G  W I T H


