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The Canterburg Tales

Geogreg Chaucer
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Geogreg Chaucer

* Bornin London around 1535, died in 1400

* A businessman, a sol&ier, a trusted
government ogﬁcial, a travcler, a scholar,

ancl an author

. F‘amilg had a heraldic coat of arms, but
wasn’t c]uite titled nobilitg.

* Little is known about Chaucer’s formal
e&ucation, but he was clearlg well-read in

several |a nguages %

*» “Don Chaucer” - considered the father of
English Poetrg

* Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbeg
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The Canterburg Tales
* As we discussed,
Pilgrimages were a Popular
way to express religious

devotion in the medieval

Peﬁo&.

* Inthese tales, reaclersjoin a
group of Pilgrims as theg
travel from the Tabard Inn
toCa nterburg.
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A note on Pilgrimages. i

© Mang Christians still make
Pilgrimages tociag.

& A Pol:)uiar organization
ti’irough which these tril:)s

are organized is named -~ ..
B I’LL SEE YO
i B mae

Canterburg Piigrimages HILADELPF
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Medieval Class Structure

» Those who pray
. SPiri’cual leaders
» Those who ﬁght
. Nobiliiy - small hereclitarg aristocracy

+ Born to rule and defend

* Those who labor

* Evergone else
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Essential Questions

How does the c:levelopment 015 tl’lé English language reﬂect a
changing British culture?

How do stereotgpes ancﬂ archetypes imcorm our

unclerstanding of lnumanitg?

In what ways are values ancl social structures revealecl N

socleties?
How clo values imquence thejoumegs People ta|<e?

What does the use of satire reveal about medieval literature?
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» Chaucer uses his Prologue
to introduce the Pilgrims
and explain whg ’cheg are
gatherecl together.

* Use the chart Proviclecl on
our website to keep track
of each character’s

imPortant characteristics.
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Characterization

* Direct characterization
© clirect statements about 3 character
+ Indirect characterization

* actions, thoughts, and dialogue that reveal a

character’s Personalitg

+ Chaucer uses lots of indirect characterization!
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Satire and lrorxg

* Satire

* writing that makes fun of weaknesses, institutions, and social

conventions
» can be moralistic or intended to Provicle humor
* Irony
» verbal irony - stating things the reader knows are false

» situational irong - readers expec‘c one thing but get surprisecl

bg the oPPosite
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*

Sett ng, the Scene

Frame Storg

What time oFgear is the
5
W’]g are the Pilgrims going to

—

grimage taking Place?

Canterbu rg?

Who is the “holg blisstul martgr”
the Pilgrims seek?

Where does the Pilgrimage

begin?




The Knight

* | ines 43-80
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» warrior, crusader

embodies cour‘clg values

dtlect LISC

* How does Ch

direct/indirect

characterization?
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The Yeoman

o lines 10%-121
- Knight’s servant

* Does Chaucer focus on
internal or external

attributes of the Yeoman?
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- The Prioress

£,
7 ¥
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t * lines122-168

* A Prioress is the head of a

convent

* Younger claughters of
wealth often filled this

T'OlC

* |s she genuine|9 religious?

How can you te”?
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The Monk

o lines 169-211

» The four monastic vows
are poverty, obedience,
clﬁastitgj and stabilitg.
How is the Monk cloing

with these vows?
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The Friar

* lines 212-279

* Lives in utter violation of his

VOWS.

* Associates with local

women and taverners,

works for Proﬁt

* What does the narrator

think of his Personalitg?




The Merchant
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o Ishe goocl at hisjob?

+ What does the narrator

mean Whéﬂ hé 5895)

“Nowhere there was so

busg a man as }'IC: But was

less busg than he seemed
to be??
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The Franklin

* AFranklinis a wealthg

landowner

s Ishe generous with his

wealth?
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- GrouP of skilled

tradesmen

* How can we tell that theg

are cloing well ﬁnancia”g?

+ Who do theg bring along
with them?

1132, —Carpenier, Halierdasher, Weaver Dyer, ani apestry meter
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The Skipper

o Isthe Skipper goocl at

lcading his shil:)?




PRESEST RN A S, .

S © LB i S ol i S, i NS S i iV a3 o ML TR L E R b

o a S

The Doctor

* His Practice, tgpical of the
Periocl, sounds to us more
like astrologg and magjc
than medicine. What are

some examples?
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“She Wite: o DO08

* The onlg woman on the

lerimage who isn’t a nun
o ag

* How mang times has Shé

been married?

* How many times has she

traveled to Jerusa

+ Does she hear wel

em?

7 (This will

be imPortant to her storg.)
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+ Another ideal Portrait

* He is not described
Phgsica”g

* “Yet he was rich in holg

thought and work” (489).

The Parson
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o The Parson’s brother

* Heis Probab!g the lowest
in social rank of those on
the Pi|grimage. How does

his sPiritualitg com[:)are?

The Plowman
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Parcloner, and Summoner

v Groul:) of rogues with
whom the Poe’c amusingjg
lumPs himself

* Almost woncler wl’aat tl’lCSC

People are cloing ofa

Pilgrimage. e

The Reeve, Miller, Manciple)
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The Miller

s This Pilgrim is a miller of
other People’s grain

* s he hones{:’?
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! The Reeve
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1
t + Shrewd ma nager of a
q country estate

* He makes sure no one

takes aclvantage of him, but
does he take aclvantage of

his young lord?

TINIFRY

+ What is the Reeve’s other
job?
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The Summoner

+ A summoner delivered

summons for Public sinners

to appear at coint.

s Insucha Position, there

were many oPPortumtles

for briberg, extortion and
blackmail.
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The Pardoner

» The Pardoner Pro{:esses to
gjve People Pardon for
their sins in exchange for
money. He also offers
chances to view his Pretencl
holg relics3 which will
suPPosedlg bring blessings.

* This guy is horrible!

e




e & LD i 1 P i i B s Lt S5 i ' i i iy AN A LS R

LSSl B i el s

» After introducing the Pilgrim,
the narrator returns to an

explanation OF the Frame stoxy.

* The Pilgrims are ga’cherecl to
travel to Canterbwy when their
host suggests theg tell each
other tales along the way.

* How do the Pilgrims react to

his suggestion?

The Frame Storg
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